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to a fanatic militancy. If this regime,
or its despotic neighbor Iraq, were to
acquire nuclear weapons, this could
presage catastrophic consequences not
only for my country and not only for
the Middle East but for all of mankind.

I believe the international commu-
nity must reinvigorate its efforts to
isolate these regimes and prevent them
from acquiring atomic power. The
United States and Israel have been at
the forefront of this effort, but we can
and we must do much more. Europe
and the countries of Asia must be made
to understand that it is folly, nothing
short of folly, to pursue short-term ma-
terial gain while creating a long-term
existential danger for all of us.

I believe that only the United States
can lead this vital international effort
to stop the nuclearization of terrorist
states. But the deadline for attaining
this goal is getting extremely close.

In our own generation, we have wit-
nessed how the United States averted,
by its wisdom, tenacity and determina-
tion, the dangerous expansion of a to-
talitarian superpower equipped with
nuclear weapons. The policy it used for
that purpose was deterrence. Now we
see the rise of a similar threat, similar
and in many ways more dangerous,
against which deterrence by itself may
not be sufficient. Deterrence must now
be reinforced with prevention, imme-
diate and effective prevention.

We are confident that America, once
again, will not fail to take the lead in
protecting our free civilization of this
ultimate horror. But, ladies and gentle-
men, time is running out. We have to
act, responsibly, in a united front,
internationally. This is not a slogan.
This is not overdramatization. This is
the life of our world, of our children
and of our grandchildren. And I believe
that there is no greater, no more noble,
no more responsible force than the
united force of democracy led by the
greatest democracy, the United States.
We can overcome this challenge. We
can meet it successfully.

Let me now say a word about a sub-
ject that has been on your mind and
ours, and that subject is the city of Je-
rusalem.

Countless words have been written
about that city on the hill, which rep-
resents the universal hope for justice
and peace. I live in that city on the
hill. And in my boyhood I knew that
city, when it was divided into enemy
camps, with coils of barbed wire
stretched through its heart.

Since 1967, under Israeli sovereignty,
united Jerusalem has, for the first time
in 2,000 years, become the city of peace.
For the first time, the holy places have
been open to worshipers from all three
great faiths. For the first time, no
group in the city or among its pilgrims
has been persecuted or denied free ex-
pression. For the first time, a single
sovereign authority has afforded secu-
rity and protection to members of
every nationality who sought to come
and pray there.

There have been efforts to redivide
this city by those who claim that peace

can come through division, that it can
be secured through multiple
sovereignties, multiple laws, multiple
police forces.

This is a groundless and dangerous
assumption, and it impels me to de-
clare today: There will never be such a
redivision of Jerusalem. Never. We
shall not allow a Berlin Wall to be
erected inside Jerusalem. We will not
drive out anyone, but neither shall we
be driven out of any quarter, any
neighborhood, any street of our eternal
capital.

Finally, permit me to briefly remark
on our future economic relationship.
The United States—how can I tell it to
this body? The United States has
given, apart from political and mili-
tary support to Israel, munificent and
magnificent assistance in the economic
sphere. With America’s help, Israel has
grown to be a powerful, modern state.
I believe that we can now say that Is-
rael has reached childhood’s end, that
it has matured enough to begin ap-
proaching a state of self-reliance.

We are committed to turning Israel’s
economy into a free market of goods
and ideas. I believe that such a free
market of goods and ideas is the only
way to bring ourselves to true eco-
nomic independence; and this means
free enterprise, privatization, open cap-
ital markets, an end to cartels, lower
taxes, deregulation.

There is not a Hebrew word for de-
regulation. By the time this term of of-
fice in Israel is over, there will be a He-
brew word for deregulation.

But may I say something that unites
all of us across the political divide? I
am committed to reducing the size of
government; and I am quoting Speaker
GINGRICH, quoting President Clinton,
saying that the era of Big Government
is over. It is over in Israel, too.

I believe that a market economy is
the only way to effectively absorb im-
migrants and realize the dream of ages,
the ingathering of the Jewish exiles.

To succeed, we must uphold the mar-
ket economy as the imperative of the
future. It is a crucial prerequisite for
the building of the promised land.

We are deeply grateful for all that we
have received from the United States,
for all that we have received from this
Chamber, from this body. But I believe
there can be no greater tribute to
America’s long-standing economic aid
to Israel than for us to be able to say:
We are going to achieve economic inde-
pendence. We are going to do it.

In the next 4 years, we are going to
begin the long-term process of gradu-
ally reducing the level of your gener-
ous economic assistance to Israel, and
I am convinced that our economic poli-
cies will lay the foundation for total
self-reliance and great economic
strength. In our Hebrew scriptures,
which spread from Jerusalem to all of
mankind, there is a verse, ‘‘HaShem oz
l’eamo yiten; HaShem yevarech et amo
bashalom.’’ ‘‘God will give strength to
His people; God will bless His people
with peace.’’ This is the original, in-

spired source for the truth that peace
derives from strength.

In the coming years, we intend to
strengthen the Jewish people in its
land. We intend to build an Israel of re-
ciprocal dialog and peace with each
and every one of our neighbors. We will
not uproot anyone, nor shall we be up-
rooted. We shall insist on the right of
Jews to live anywhere in the land, just
as we insist on the right of Jews to live
anywhere in any other place of the
world. We will build an Israel of self-re-
liance. We will build an Israel with an
undivided and indivisible city of hope
at its heart. We will build a peace
founded on justice and strength and
amity for all men and women of good
will.

And I know that the American people
will join us in making every effort to
make our dream a reality, as I know
that the American people will join us
in prayer: ‘‘God will give strength to
his people, God will bless his people
with peace.’’ Thank you very much.

[Applause, the Members rising.]
At 10 o’clock and 46 minutes a.m.,

the Prime Minister of Israel, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net.

The Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States.

The acting dean of the diplomatic
corps.
f

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess until the hour of 11
o’clock and 30 minutes a.m.
f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore [Mr. EWING] at 11 o’clock and
30 minutes a.m.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment bills of the House
of the following titles:

H.R. 419. An act for the relief of Bench-
mark Rail Group, Inc.; and

H.R. 701. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Agriculture to convey lands to the city of
Rolla, MO.
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